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SOIL SYSTEMS MASTERCLASS — NORTHAMPTON 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.06 pm]: Last week, 
two great events were held to help farmers and future farmers understand the potential of our agricultural soil systems 
and thereby build climate resilience. Our inaugural soil systems masterclass was held in Northampton last Thursday, 
in partnership with the Northern Agricultural Catchments Council and funded through our $15 million agriculture 
climate resilience fund, and 20 farmers from the midwest turned up to hear from fellow farmers and agronomists with 
expertise in soil biology and carbon farming. I give a big shout-out to Brendan Savage from Kuhn, who shared 
details of the economics of building soil biological systems, and to agronomist Logan Smith from Corrigin. 
The program gave farmers a hands-on experience and understanding of soil systems at Mick O’Brien’s 
Chapman Valley farm, from landscape rehydration and the benefits of fodder shrubs, perennial grasses and legumes, 
to the important role of livestock and managed grazing to build soil carbon. I give a big thankyou to Mick. A strong 
theme that emerged was the importance of soil livestock. There is an enormous diversity of organisms in healthy 
soil systems including rhizobia, protozoa, mycorrhizal fungi, and macroscopic animals, such as worms, that interact 
with each other, plant roots and the environment to build soil health and carbon stocks. 
We are also working with the next generation of agricultural leaders who will take the climate change baton. On 
Tuesday, we held the first regenerative agriculture workshop at the Muresk Institute, which was attended by more 
than 100 students from WA agricultural colleges. The workshop gave students a practical understanding of the 
steps involved in farming systems change to build resilience and sequester carbon. The workshop featured farmers, 
agronomists and soil scientists with expertise in regenerative farming systems. Nick Kelly, of Holland Track Farm 
in Newdegate, emphasised the complexity and the excitement of soil systems change, advising the young ones that 
instead of tinkering with chemical composition, they should consider soil biology and how ecological processes 
can deliver the desired result. These sessions help farmers and farming families to seize the opportunities under 
our carbon farming and land restoration programs, which are now open. Together, we can help farmers navigate 
the challenges and opportunities of climate change. 
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